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Abstract

Folklore is a branch of human culture which deals with a set of customs, beliefs, habits,
myths, anecdotes, folk beliefs, etc., and in general, focuses on a minority of people in
every national culture. Studying and recognizing the elements of folklore is essential in
order to preserve the valuable heritage of communities. In the present study, an attempt
has been made to gain more knowledge of the folk culture of the people of the region
(alamut ghazvin) by studying the elements of folklore such as custom, habit, tradition and
superstition in the two works “Dragonslayers” and “Ghadam Bekheir Was My
Grandmother” written by Yousef Alikhani. The research results show that many
superstitions are rooted in the dreams, fantasies and symbols of unconscious myths,
feelings of insecurity, fear, anger and jealousy, anxiety, overhang mechanism, lack of
correct religious beliefs, destiny, sense of domination, obedience to society, paying
attention to unconscious realistic warnings, critical moments such as death, animalism,
desire for immortality, finding the cause of effects, the phenomenon of coincidence and
accident, the geographical location of the region, extreme fantasies, severe depression
and lack of access to medical science.Yousef Alikhani has tried to record the beliefs of
the rural and folk population by showing their beliefs, which have often been
superstitious. The important point is that these superstitions have disappeared during
historical changes and people no longer believe in them as they did in the past; Hence,
the author has tried to show that these beliefs existed in Iranian culture.

Keywords: Custom, Habit, Tradition, Dragonslayers, Ghadam Bekheir Was My
Grandmother, Yousef Alikhani
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